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We are living through a technological revolution as transformative as the Industrial or
Information Ages. At its forefront is Artificial Intelligence—especially generative Al
tools like ChatGPT and image generators like MidJourney—which now produce
humanlike conversation, create art, compose music, and write code. These tools are
astonishingly powerful, but they raise urgent moral, social, and spiritual questions.

As a lifelong technology enthusiast, I've been amazed by these developments. Yet as a
Christian, | must ask: how should we relate to this rapidly evolving force? Paul’'s words
still apply: “Test all things; hold fast what is good” (1 Thess. 5:21).

What Al Is—and Isn’t

Al refers to computer systems performing tasks once thought to require human
intelligence, like language, vision, and reasoning. Today’s systems, especially large
language models, are trained on vast data and use pattern prediction to mimic
conversation and creativity. While capable, these tools are not conscious or sentient.
They lack emotion, intent, or true understanding. They are not witchcraft or inherently
evil—but they still have their dangers.

Dangers of the Titan

Like past innovations, Al brings promise—and peril. History teaches that revolutionary
tech can reshape society in unintended ways. Generative Al is already doing so.

* Erosion of Trust: Deepfakes, fake news, and manipulated images make it hard
to distinguish truth from fiction. Al can produce false information (hallucinations)
that appears to be true.

* Cybercrime and Warfare: Al aids hackers and powers autonomous weapons
with minimal oversight.

* Cultural Clutter: “Al slop”—low-effort, mass-produced content—drowns out
meaningful discourse.

* Bias: Al inherits human prejudice that can perpetuate injustice.

* Mental and Moral Decline: Over reliance weakens creativity, discernment,
and human connection.

* Synthetic Relationships: Simulated romantic companions can harm
emotional development, especially in youth.

* Economic Fallout: Many professions are being disrupted by generative Al.


http://www.pastordaniel.net/

Taming the Titan

We cannot uninvent Al. But we can learn to use it wisely.

Understand It: Know where and how Al influences your daily life—from search
results to social media feeds. Recognize deepfakes and question what seems
“too good to be true.”

Embrace Our Humanity: Al forces us to ask what makes us truly human. Only
we can love, feel, and relate as God’s image-bearers.

Support One Another: The fallout is real. As Al reshapes jobs, education, and
relationships, we must strengthen real-world community.

Disengage When Needed: Like Jesus, withdraw to reflect and reconnect with
reality. Turn off devices. Be still. Pray.

Use It for Good: Al, like other tools, can serve the gospel when used ethically
and with discernment.

Practical Ministry Uses

Al tools can bless ministry in powerful ways:

Study & Research: LLMs can aid Biblical study, summarize texts, and answer
complex theological questions.

Writing & Brainstorming: With care, Al can assist in sermon prep, editing,
and creative idea development.

Translation & Contextualization: Al can translate and adapt messages for
different cultures and age groups.

Repurposing Content: Sermons can become tracts, videos, posts—rapidly and
consistently.

Visual Aids: Al-generated images and media can enhance storytelling and
gospel communication.

A Word of Caution: Don’t plagiarize Al or use it as a crutch. Verify its outputs. Be
honest about your use. Al should aid your process, not replace it.

In Summary: Al is neither savior nor monster—it is a tool. Its impact depends on how
we use it. As Christians, we must approach Al with wisdom, integrity, and a clear sense
of calling. Whether you embrace it or hold back, this titan will shape our world. Let’s
be prepared—not just to survive it, but to use it redemptively.

Read the full article at https://www.pastordaniel.net/taming-the-titan/
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